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SERMON. 


John  xiii.  7. 

-——What  I  do,  thou  knoivejl  not  ww  ;  hut  thou  Jhalt  know 
hereafter. 

"  CANST  thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  ? 
Canft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  ?  It  is 
as  high  as  heaven  ;  what  canft  thou  do  ?  Deeper  than 
hell ;  what  canft  thou  know  ?  The  meafure  thereof  is 
longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea." 

The  words  felecled  as  the  theme  of  our  meditation, 
at  this  time,  were  fpoken  by  our  blefTed  Lord  to  Simon 
Peter.  The  occafion  was  very  different  from  the  pre- 
fent.  They  may,  however,  lead  our  minds  to  the  un- 
ferchable  fcheme  of  divine  Providence. 

In  all  God's  dealings  with  rational  creatures  he  dis- 
covers the  perfection  of  his  nature ;  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  nature  is  to  do  every  thing  like  a  God. 
Creatures  are  difpofed  to  be  very  inquifitive.  They 
love  to  fpeculate  on  things  which  they  cannot  under- 
ftand,  and  into  things  which  they  ought  not  minutely  to 
pry.  The  curious  mind  longs  to  lift  up  the  veil  which  is 
thrown  over  the  difpenfations  of  Providence.  It  longs 
to  fearch  into  the  hidden  myfteries  :  to  dive  into  the  fe- 


cret  counfels  of  the  Moft  High.  DifTatisfied  with  tcr- 
reftrial  excurfions,  it  feeks  a  higher,  a  nobler  range. 
Tired  of  fuch  low  and  groveling  inveftigations,  it 
afpires  to  the  honor  of  analifing  the  divine  pur- 
pofes.  But  how  often,  is  its  prefhmptuous  flight 
checked,  feeraingly,  in  the  language  of  the  text, {{ What 
I  do,  thou  knowefl  not  now." 

To  fet  before  his  difciples  an  example  of  hu- 
mility, after  his  laji  feaft:  with  them,  Jefus  warned  their 
feet.  "As  he  came  to  Simon  Peter ;  Peter  faid  unto 
him,  Lord,  doit  thou  wafh  my  feet  ?"  apparently  de- 
termined that  he  fhould  not.  Chrifl,  who  knew  the 
rajh  and  hajly  temper  of  this  difciple,  and  that  he  did 
not  perceive  the  defign  in  what  he  was  doing,  calmly 
replies, <c  "What  I  do,  thou  knowefl  not  now  :,but  thou 
fhalt  know  hereafter."  That  is,  "  I  hzvcjpecial  and 
important  reafons  for  my  conduct,  which  you  do  not 
apprehend.  You  arc  oppofed  to  what  I  now  do,  becaufe 
you  know  not  why  I  am  doing  it.  Be  patient,  Peter, 
thou  fhalt  know  hereafter."  Chriil  would  not,  at  that 
time,  reveal  to  him  the  defign.  But  the  de&gnwas 
revealed,  after  he  had  denied  his  mafler,  when  at  the 
bar  of  the  high  prieft,  "  The  Lord  looked  on  Peter." 
This  acl:  of  warning  the  difciples*  feet,  was  very  expref- 
five  of  his  condefcenfion  ;  and  no  part  of  our  Saviour's 
example  To  completely  difcovered  his  humility  as  this." 

That  this  exprefiion  of  our  bleffed  Lord's,  ra£v, 
property,  be  adapted  to  other  occafions  is  evident,  from 
its  univerfal  application.  It  will  apply  to  all  the  difpen- 
fations  of  Providence.  Men  may  examine  the  ways 
of  God,  imagine  that  they  have  a  clue  to  the  motives 
for  the  divine  con  duel:,  and,  after  all,  God  may  fay  to 
them,  "  What  I  do  you  know  not  now."  It  mud,  how- 
ever, be  a  confoling  refleclion  to  the  humble,  that 
They  fhall  know  hereafter  '■:  That  God  will  manifeft  to 
his  moral  fubje&s,  the  ends  in  view,  in  his  various  deal- 


ings,  in  his  own  time  ;  and  that  they  fliall  then  know3 
why  he  hath  dealt  with  them  as  he  hath. 

God  giveth  no  account  of  his  matters  to  men.  He 
ehoofes  what  to  do  with  them,  bow  to  do  with  them, 
when  to  do  it,  and,  at  what  time  to  tell  them  wherefore. 
On  fuch  fubjects,  he  does  not  confult  his  creatures. 
He  acts  juft  as  a  holy  Sovereign  mould  ;  and  juft  as  a 
holy  Sovereign,  always,  will.  And  it  is  the  fource  of 
the  higheft  confolation,  to  all  holy  creatures,  that  fuch  a 
being  is  their  Sovereign.  Now,  no  evils  mall  come 
near  them :  All  needful  good  fliall  be  given  them  :  And 
all  their  vaft  defires  for  fpiritual  knowledge  and  fpiritual 
enjoyment,  fliall  be  fatisfied,  in  his  own  time,  and  in  his 
own  way. 

DOCTRINE. 

The  myjlerious  parts  if  the  divine  dealings,  in  this 
world,  will,  hereafter,  be  difclofed  to  the  entire  fatisf ac- 
tion of  every  true  believer. 

Firft,  We  fliall  notice  fome  of  thefe  myfterious  dif- 
penfations. 

Gf  the  divine  Being,  infpiration  teaeheth  us,  that 
"  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  about  him,'*  that  "  he 
maketh  darknefs  his  fecret  place."  That  darknefs, 
which,  even,  the  eye  of  faith  cannot  penetrate,  forms 
a  pavilion  for  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  For,  "  who  hath 
known  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his 
counfeiior  V  But,  faith  the  apoftle  to  the  Corinthians, 
"  We  have  the  mind  of  Chriji"     Hence, 

i ft,  It  is  pertinent  to  obferve,  That  the  difpen- 
fationof  grace  is  notyc  much  obfcured  as  the,  ordinary 
occurrences  in  divine  providence. 

In  this,  there  are,  comparatively,  fewer  myfteries. 
The  reafon  is  very  obvious.  In  the  plan  of  falvation, 
all  mankind  were  deeply  concerned.  Clearer  knowl- 
edge was  neceflary.  Any  uncertainty,  with  refpeft  to 
the  divine  purpofes,here, would  endanger  the  everlafting 


welfare  of  the  finner.  The  way  is,  therefore,  opened 
with  fuch  plainnefs,  that,  "  He,  who  runs,  may  read, 
and  the  way  faring  man,  though  a  fool,  cannot  err." 
From  this  difpenfation,  all  darknefs  is  difpelled,  and 
"  the  true  light  now  fhineth."  The  open  door  is  dif- 
covered  to  all  who  would  "  enter  the  ftrait  gate  and 
walk  in  the  narrow  way."  The  "  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs"  hath  arifen  on  the  path  to  heaven.  And  that  the 
fteps  of  Zion's  pilgrims  might  be  directed  "  by  the  light 
©f  life,"  every  cloud  is  diiTipated.  Even  the  mift, 
which  hovered  over  the  Jewifh  economy,  is  cleared 
away  from  the  chriftian  difpenfation,  and  the  progref- 
five  light  of  the  gofpel  may  now  be  flyled  "perfeel 
day."  In  all  this  the  goodnefs  as  well  as  the  grace  of 
God  is  difcovered  fo  that,  "  He  is  a  fool,  and  without 
excufe,  who  fhall  even  fay,  in  his  hearty  There  is  no 
God." 

Had  the  fame  obfeurity  involved  the  fcheme  of  grace, 
which  has  darkened  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  the 
light  afforded  would  have  been  ineffectual.  Mankind 
would  ftill  have  "  groped  in  darknefs,"  and  their  only 
hope  muft  have  been,  that  the  gofpel  Sun  would  foon 
burfl:  from  thofe  thick  clouds  which  rendered  his  glory, 
rather,  invijible,  than  obfeure.  BlefTed  be  God  !  this 
has  been  the  cafe.  And,  thus,  the  wickednefs  of  the 
world,  the  vilenefs  of  men,  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts, 
and  their  oppofition  to  God,  are  totally  inexcufeable, en- 
tirely criminal,  and  a  jufl  ground  of  their  final  and  right- 
eous condemnation,  becaufe,  "  When  they  have  known 
their  Lord's  will,  they  have  not  been  careful  to  do  it." 
But, 

indly,  We  fhall  confider,yS^<?  of  the  more  myfteri- 
ous  parts  of  the  divine  government,  and,  alfo,  the  wif- 
dom  of  God,  in  leaving  them  myfterious. 

The  natural  and  moral  government  of  the  world 
proceeds^  as  we  are  taught,  on  this  fundamental  princi- 


pie,  That  all  events  fhall  iffue  in  the  glory  of  God  % 
and  in  the  happinefs  of  his  moral  kingdom.  We  may 
then  fuppofe,  that,  as  it  refpects  his  creatures,  God 
conducts  the  revolutions  in  the  natural  world,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  elect ;  that,  as  his  "  delight  is  with  thofe 
who  excel  in  virtue,  fo,  his  object  is  the  promotion  of 
their  happinefs.  The  welfare  of  his  own  children  lies 
near  the  heart  of  every  tender  parent.  The  welfare  of 
God's  children  lies  near  his  heart.  His  every  ftep  is 
guided  by  the  defire  of  doing  them  good.  Even  the 
difappointments,  they  experience  in  their  worldly  pro- 
jects, are  defigned  for  their  benefit. 

Thus  far,  at  leaft,  they  may  conclude,  that  the  light 
and  momentary  afflictions,  incident  to  the  prefent  flate, 
are  mercifully  intended,  and,  if  fuitably  improved,  that 
"  they  will  work  out  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory."  But  why  this  particular  af- 
fliction fiiould  be  fent  at  this  particular  time,  and  in  this 
very  manner,  they  cannot  know  now. 

Why  all  the  great  revolutions  in  the  political  world, 
which  produce  "  diftrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity  j" 
which  occafion  "  the  roaring  of  the  fea  and  of  the 
waves,"  and  which  are  now  taking  place,  are  ordered, 
at  this  particular  time,  or  in  this  very  manner, 
kaman  forefight  cannot  determine.  Why,  one  nation 
fhould  rife,  trample  on  the  rights  of  others,  and  exert  a 
power,  almoft  unlimited,  is  known  only  to  him,  "  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  deftinies  of  nations."  But  here- 
in is  the  wifdom  of  God  difplayed.  He  governs  the 
world  alone.  It  is,  therefore,  fufficient,  "  That  known 
unto  God,  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world."  All  the  concern  which  we  have  in  thefe 
things,  is,  to  notice  the  hand  of  God,  and  faithfully 
difcharge  our  duty. 

Why  infidelity  fhould  increafe  tofuch  a  height  as  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  church  j  and  why 


whole  nations  fliould,  at  this  day,  publicly  avow  their 
difbelief  of  the  chriftian  religion,  of  the  moral  govern-, 
ment  of  God,  and  indeed  of  the  exiftence  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  is  wholly  unaccountable.  God  has  fome 
grand  defign  in  it,  elfe  it  would  not  be.  But  what 
benefits  mould  we  derive  from  knowing  this  defign  ? — ■ 
It  would  ferve  only,  to  difturb  our  peace,  to  hinder 
our  ufefulnefs,  or  to  exalt  our  pride,  than  which  noth- 
ing could  be  more  deftruftive. 

We  can  no  better  tell,  why  God  fliould  takeaway 
our  comforts,  as  he  does,  why  he  fliould  deflroy  our 
health,  or  the  health  of  our  friends  :  why  he  fnould 
remove  our  dearefl  connexions  to  the  grave,  and 
call  us  to  *c  mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe  :"  than 
we  can  tell  why  he  caufes  one  nation  to  rife,  and  anoth- 
er to  fall,  or  why  he  choofes  one  nation,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  thegofpel,  while  he  gives  up  an  another 
to  all  the  delufions  of  infidelity  or  paganifm. 

The  parent  never  knows,  why  God  fliould  remove 
his  children  by  death,  and  fpare  him.  Why  he  fliould 
lop  off  the  branches,  and  leave  the  leaflefs  trunk  {land- 
ing naked  and  bare  to  the  ftorms  of  adverfity.  The 
hufband  can  never  determine,  why  the  wife  of 
his  youth  is  fnatched  from  him  ;  why,  "  lover  rnd 
friend  is  taken  away,  or  why,  his  mojl  intimate  acquaint- 
ance is  put  into  darknefs."  Why  the  tender  conju- 
gal ties  fliould  be  fevered,  as  foon  as  formed ;  or,  why, 
after  a  few  days,  or  months,  or  years,  his  happinefs 
fliould  be  interrupted,  by  the  cold,  chill  hand  of  death. 
On  this  fubject,  the  wife  is  equally  ignorant.  She  nev- 
er knows  why  her  beloved  hufband  is  removed,  and, 
Jhe  left  deftitute  of  a  counfellor,  a  guide,  a  bofom 
friend.  The  brother,  or  fifter  cannot  tell,  why  a 
brother  or  a  fifter,  is  taken  away :  why  the  day 
which  was  cloudlefs,  in  the  morning,  fliould  be  obfcur- 
ed  e'er  noon  5  why  his  friend  is  removed,  (o  foon ;  or 
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\rhy  he  is  preferved  fo  long.  The  child  knoweth  not 
why  his  parent  is  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living, 
when  he  moft  needed  his  affiftance,  his  inftru&ion,  and 
direction.  The  friend  in  the  fecial  circle  is  equally- 
ignorant  of  the  divine  purpofe,  when  he  fees  one  of 
his  dear  companions,  who  is  offew  days  2xAfu.ll  of 
trouble  ;  who  cometh  forth  like  a  flower  and  is  cut 
down  j  who  fleeth  alfo  as  a  ftiadow,  and  continued! 
not. 

None  of  us  can  tell,  why  "  one  is  taken  and  anoth- 
er left."  No  one  can  give  any  other  reafon  than  this, 
Even  fo  Father ;  forfo  hath  if  feemed  good  in  thy  fight. 
This  is  a  fuffkient  reafon.  The  bed  which  can 
be  given.  And  beyond  this,  we  are  not  authorifed  to 
enquire. 

In  all  this  obfeurity  of  defign  we  difcover  the  wif- 
dom  of  God.  Why  mould  he  make  known  to  his 
creatures  all  the  fecrets  of  the  divine  counfels,  fmce 
his  ways  are  paft  finding  out,  and  fince  enough  may  be 
known  to  determine  our  duty  ?  Do  we  not  fee  that 
it  is  really  beft  for  us  to  be  ignorant  of  thofe  things, 
a  knowledge  of  which  would  only  tend  to  hinder,  or 
prevent  us  in  the  difcharge  of  that  duty  ?  This  would 
certainly,  be  the  cafe,  if  God  mould  reveal  to  his  crea- 
tures all  the  fecret  motives  for  his  conduct.  The  crea- 
ture cannot  receive  into  his  little  mind,  the  vafl  concep- 
tions which  always  prefent  to  the  divine  view. 
The  exceeding  glory  of  thofe  counfels,  which  are  con- 
cealed from  our  knowledge,  would,  if  difcovered  in 
the  prefent  flate,  overpower  our  feeble  vifion ;  and 
the  apparent  excellency  of  the  divine  majefty  would 
amaze  and  confound  us. 

Thus  we  have  feen  that  there  are  myfteries  in  divine 
Providence,  and  aKofome  of  the  reafons  which  mow  this 
procedure  to  be  infinitely  wife  and  good.     We  proceed, 

Secondly,  to  fhow,  That  thefe  mvfterious  parts  of  the 
B 


id 

divine  proceedings,  will,  hereafter,  be  difclofed  to  the 
entire  iatisfaclion  of  every  true  believer. . 

How  far  fuch  a  difcovery  will  be  made  to  the  im« 
penitent  finner,  will  not,  at  this  time,  be  confidercd, 
iince,  fuch  a  difcovery,  whilft  it  will  heighten  the  felici- 
ty of  the  child  of  God,  will  only  aggravate  the  mifery 
of  his  enemies. 

What  has  been  already  ftated  in  fupport  of  the  doc- 
trine, every  perfon's  experience  teftifies  to  be  fa&. 
What  ftill  remains  to  be  adduced,  is  not  a  fubject  of 
experience.     And, 

\Ji  I  would  obferve,  That  this  difcovery  is  not  to  bt 
expe&ed  in  this  world.  The  iffue  of  the  various  chang- 
es, which  take  place  in  ftates  and  families,  will  partially 
reveal  the  divine  purpofes  in  them.  But  this  will  be 
only  a  very  imperfect  revelation,  of  courfe,  it  muft  be 
imfatisfa£tory. 

That  this  difcovery  is  not  to  be  made  in  this  world  is 
evident  from  thefe  confiderations.  It  never  has  been 
made  here ;  and  the  fame  reafons  which  teach  us  the 
wifdom  of  God,  in  keeping  thefe  things  from  our  view, 
now,  will  always  exift  in  this  imperfect  ftate.  God  dis- 
covers himfelf  to  his  creatures  as  they  are  able  to  bear 
this  difcovery.  But  they  cannot  endure  a  fight  of  him 
in  all  his  glory.  And  this  difcovery  muft  reveal  much 
of  the  glory  of  God,  even  too  much  for  frail  mortals  to 
fupport.  Hence  the  idea  that,  No  man  can  fee  God 
and  live.  No  doubt,  God  reveals  more  of  his  excel- 
lency to  one  than  to  another.  Still  this  earth,  is  the 
place,  where,  his  grace  is  difplayed  :  It  is  in  heaven 
that  faints  are  to  behold  his  glory. 

idly.  This  difplay  of  the  plans  of  the  divine  govern« 
ment  will  be  made  in  heaven. 

This  is  the  everlafting  reft  of  the  true  believer. 
Heaven  is  his  home.  And  whatever  of  his  glory  God 
fliall  manifeft  there,  will  be  exhibited  before  the  eyes 


XX 

of  its  holy  inhabitants.     The  bufincfs  of  that  world  will 
be  praifing  God.     And  this  praife  will  not  be  mere  ap- 
plaufe,  but  a  pure,  holy,  rational  fervice.     In  order  to 
this,  the  chara&er  of  God  mull  be  known.     Rational 
worfhip  will  never  be  paid,  to  God,  from  blind  impulfe. 
They,  who  have  faint  or  unworthy  notions  of  thedivine 
chara£ter,can  never  be  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of  heav- 
en. The  fongs  of  the  redeemed  can  never  be  fung,  by 
thofe  who  have  mean,  or  low  conceptions  of  the  divine 
Being.    The  moral  character  of  God  mud  be  clearly  re- 
vealed  :  And  as  all  holinefs  confifts  in  the  motives  from 
which  any  moral  being  a&s,  the  motives  for  the  particu- 
lar difpenfations  of  Providence,  muft,  in  a  meafure,  be 
brought  up  to  view,  that  the  true  character  of  God 
may  be  known.     We  are  affured  by  infpiration  thats 
"  Every  thought  of  our  hearts  is  to  come  into  the  final 
judgment  ;"  for  this  purpofe  no  doubt,  that  our  moral 
characters  may  be  decided,  from  thofe  motives  which 
have  induced  our  conduct.     And,  hence,  it  appears  evi- 
dent, yea,  neceffary,  that  the  great  fcheme  of  divine 
Providence  ihould  be  exhibited,  to  the  view  of  holy  be- 
ings, by  difplaying  the  reafons  for  the  divine    conduct 
in  the  government  of  the  world.     Thus,  they  will  dif- 
cover  the  divine  character ;  and,  thus,  they  will  be  pre- 
pared for  the  glorious  employments  in  the  heavenly 
ftate. 

$dly.  Thofe  defires  after  knowledge^which  reign  in 
the  immortal  foul  here,  will  rather  be  increafed  than 
diminiftied  by  beholding.  The  more  the  iaint  fees  of 
the  character  of  God,  the  more  he  defires  to  fee  of  it. 
The  fame  holy  ambition  will  fire  his  foul,  in  the  a&ual 
prefence  of  his  maker.  To  know  a  little  of  his  excel- 
lency, will  not  fuffice.  He  will  ftrive  to  increafe  in 
the  knowledge  of  God.  His  vaft  defires  none  but  a 
God  can  fill  And  as  thefe  defires  increafe,  holy  be- 
ings rauft  be  fatisficd  from  bis  fulnefs,  who  filleth  all  in 
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alL  If  not,  the  happinefs  of  heaven,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  faints  mud  be  diminifhed. 

That  heaven  is  a  date  ofprogreffion  cannot  be  deni- 
ed. The  means  of  fpiritual  improvement  in  this  world, 
great  as  they  nre,  are  poor  in  comparifon  with  the 
heavenly.  Here,  there  is  much  uncertainty,  much 
doubt  ;  but  all  will  be  perfect  knowledge  in  Heaven. — ■ 
It  will  beneceifary  there,  that  God  mould  be  continu- 
ally difplaying  his  glory  ;  conftantly  difcovering  more 
and  more  of  his  excellence  ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  he 
will  reveal  his  motives,  and  thus  will  exhibit  more  and 
more  of  his  character  all  along  in  eternity. 

4thly.  Once  more  I  obferve,  That  the  reafons 
which  now  offer  themfelves  againft  this  difplay,  will 
then  exifl  no  longer.  Thofe  immortal  natures  which 
conftantly  enjoy  "  The  light  of  God's  countenance,** 
will  be  able  tofupport  the  difcoveries  that  (hall  bene-^ 
ceffary  to  their  felicity.  The  pure  and  holy  foul,  no 
longer  encumbered  with  its  chains  and  clogs,  will  tri* 
umph  in  thefe  diftinguifhing  views  of  the  Divine  Being, 
till  it  is  loft,  in  the  contemplation  of  that  nature  which 
is  all  over  glorious. 

Thus,  the  perfections  of  God,  as  a  righteous  and 
holy  Sovereign,  will  be  unfolding  to  the  admiration, 
wonder,  and  joy  of  faints  and  angels  forever.  Thus, 
the  bufinefs  of  heaven  will  be  conftantly  enlivened, 
by  new  and  intereding  difcoveries  of  the  divine  charac- 
ter, whilft  immortal  creatures  live  to  celebrate,  or  a  God 
exi/ls  to  make  thefe  difplays. 

But,  left  you  fhould  imagine  that  the  fcriptures  are 
filent  on  this  fubject,  fufFer  the  argument  in  proof  of  the 
doclrme  to  be  clofed  by  two  paffages,  cited  from  the 
apoftles  Paul  and  John,  [i  Cor.  xiii.  £2.]  "  For  now 
we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  then  face  to  face  2 
Now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  Ihall  I  know,  even  as 
alfo,  I  am  known."     fi  Johniii.  2.]  "Beloved,  new 
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are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear, 
what  wejhall  be ;  but  we  know  that  when  he  (hall  ap- 
pear, we  fhall  be  like  him,  for  we  fhally^  him  as  he 
is." 

application. 

ljl.  Our  fubjecl:  teaches  us  to  proceed  cautioufly, 
when  we  pry  into  the  divine  counfels.  For  holy,  and 
wife,  and  benevolent  reafons,  God  hath  kept  back  from 
the  faints,  a  knowledge  of  his  defigns.  Saints  fhould 
not  afpire  to  be  Gods.  To  afk  the  Almighty,  "  What 
doeft  thou  ?"  is  dangerous ;  yea  more  :  It  is  bold  pre- 
emption !  It  is  daring  impiety  !  It  is  horrid  blafphemy  \ 
If  God  has  not  revealed  what  he  never  defigned  we 
ihould  know,  why  ihould  we  feareh  where  we  fhall 
furely  flumble  ?  He,  who  has  the  light  of  revelation, 
ne,ed  not  walk  in  darknefs ;  but  he,  who  wanders  from 
it,  is  in  danger,  for  "  he  knoweth  not  whither  he  go- 
eth." 

Wicked  men  are  always  ready  to  arraign  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  univerfe,  "  for  lack  of  wifdom."  They 
vainly  imagine,  that  they  difcover  defects  in  his  moral 
government,  when  in  faft  they  are  entirely  ignorant 
of  his  moral  character.  They  blame  him  in  their 
minds,  for  thofe  very  a&s  which  are  the  fource  of  all 
holinefs  and  happinefs,  merely  becaufe  they  hate  that 
holinefs.  Their  ways  are  not  equal,  yet  they  find 
fault  with  God,  and  call  his  ways  unequal.         But 

zndly,  Our  fubjecl:  teaches  the  faint,  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  like  them  j  that  he  ought  not  to  murmur,  or 
complain  of  God.  God  is  infinitely  wife  and  holy. — 
And  where  is  the  man,  who  dare  in  this  manner  dis- 
pute the  divine  plan  with  his  maker  ?  What  if  a 
worm  cannot  fcan  the  ways  of  providence  ?  does  that 
prove  them  to  be  either  unequal,  or  unrighteous  ? 
What  if  the  particular  defign  is  not  within  our  reach  ? 
(hall  we  blame  the  Almighty,  becaufe    he  hath  not  re- 


▼ealed  tons  all  his  fecrct  will  ?  or  becaufe  in  mercy* 
he  hath  kept  back  the  face  of  his  throne  from  our 
view  ? 

But  we  complain  of  God,  if  we  confider  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence  towards  us  as  unufually  fevere ; 
if  we  imagine  our  affli&ions  to  be  greater  than  ever 
any  others  endured.  We  are  apt  to  think  ourfelves 
no  worfe  than  other  men,  and  to  conclude,  hence,  that 
God  is  cruel,  well,  if  we  do  not  fay  unjuft,  in  his  deal- 
ings with  us.  Efpecially,  this  is  too  often  the  lan- 
guage of  the  unfan&ified  heart  in  times  of  deep  diftrcfs. 
But  do  fuch  feelings  correfpond  with  the  humility  of 
the  gofpel  ?  Do  they  accord  with  the  character  of  a 
chriftian  ?  No,  the  faint  is  taught  to  view  God  as  a 
holy  Being,  conducing  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  in  a 
wife  and  righteous  manner,  and  consequently,  incapa- 
ble of  the  leaft  degree  of  feverity. 

$dly,  Our  fubjecl:  admonifties  us  to  make  the  revealed 
will  of  God  our  conftant  ftudy.  We  are  not  to  ex- 
pect a  revelation  of  any  new  thing  in  this  world.  God 
has  already  revealed  as  much  as  he  judged  it  belt  we 
Ihould  know  5  and  as  he  intended  we  fihould  be  ac- 
quainted with  this  revelation,  it  is  our  indifpenfiblc  du. 
ty  to  ftudy  it.  Inftead,  then  of  fpeculating  on  the 
probable  reafons  in  the  divine  mind,  for  the  particular 
difpenfations  of  his  providence,  let  us  "  fearch  the 
fcriptures,"  acquaint  ourfelves  with  the  character  of 
God,  learn  our  duty  in  all  things,  and  ftrive  to  main- 
tain a  holy  walk,  and  godly  converfation  in  the 
world.  Let  us  live  a  life  of  faith,  be  zealous  in  the 
caufe  of  God,  and  ftudy  thofe  things  which  make 
for  peace,  and  whereby  one  may  edify  another.  We 
remark, 

4ihly,  That  if  Heaven  is  the  place  where  God  will 
more  fully  reveal  his  character,  then  the  true  believer 
will  be  engaged  in  preparing  to  go  there.  Chriftians  loi- 


tcr  in  their  way.  When  they  think  of  dying,  it  is  with 
reluctance,  or  of  heaven,  it  is  with  indifference.  But 
why  is  it,  Saints^  that  you  are  fo  carelefs  and  ftupid? 
Is  it  becaufe  you  do  not  expect  to  be  more  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  God  hereafter,  or  is 
it  becaufe  you  know  enough  of  him  now  ?  It  is  un- 
accountable, that  the  child  of  God  fhould  fo  willingly 
be  abfent  from  his  heavenly  Father.  It  is  furprifing 
that  he  fhould  be  fo  remifs  in  preparing  for  his  de- 
parture. How  ftrange,  that  God  is  fo  feldom  in  his 
mind !  That  he  finds  fo  little  time  to  ferve  him  ! 
That  he  is  fo  languid  and  fo  dead  in  duty  S  But  is 
this  the  cafe  with  the  real  faint  ?  Alas  !  that  thofe, 
whom  we  believe  are  actually  born  into  the  kingdom, 
fliould  be  fo  inattentive  to  the  concerns  of  the  king- 
dom. 

But, "  Let  him,  who  thiaketh,  he  flandeth,  take 
heed  left  he  fall." 

$thly,  If  God  will  hereafter  more  fully  difplay  his 
character,  let  the  true  believer  patiently  await  his 
time,  remembering  that  heaven,  where  this  difplay  will 
be  made,  is  a  glorious  place. 

What,  O  believer  in  Jefus,  what  if  you  do  notknow 
now,  why  God  deals,  as  he  does  with  his  creatures, 
you  (hall  know  hereafter.  You  fhall  know  to  your  un- 
fpeakable  joy  why  you  fuffer  thefe  things.  You  may 
not  difcover  the  reafons  in  this  world,  but,  in  yonder 
bleiTed,  in  yonder  glorious  world,  you  will  know  it  all. 
The  way  thither  is  very  fhort ;  and  every  flep  you 
take,  brings  you  nearer  the  place.  If  your  knowledge 
will  be  increafmg  forever,  and  confequently  your  hap- 
pinefs,  then,  O  then,  think  of  eternity  with  rapture. 
What  can  you  defire,  but  to  know  God  ?  Ihe  end- 
lefs  duration  of  your  future  exiftence  will  roll  on,  with 
conftantly  new  difcoveries  of  the  divine  excellence  and 
glory. 


6thly,  Our  fubjecT:  affords  the  true  believer,  under 
Slis  deepeft  afflictions,  the  higheft  fource  of  confolation, 
**  What  I  do,  thou  knoweft  not  now,  faith  Chrift,  but 
thou  ihalt  know  hereafter."  It  is  enough  at  prefent, 
for  you  to  know,  that  /  do  it.  It  is  enough,  for  the  af- 
flicted believer  to  know,  that  the  hand  of  God  hath 
done  it.  In  every  affliction  we  receive  a  wound  which 
this  fovereign  remedy  alone  can  heal. 

Afflictions  are  heavier,  in  proportion  as  the  object 
removed  is  nearer  our  hearts.  Hence,  the  faints  great* 
eft  diftrefs  arifes  from  the  abfence  of  the  divine  pref* 
ence.  When  the  light  of  God's  countenance  is  with- 
held, it  is  dolefully  dark  with  the  believer.  Next  to 
the  abfence  of  the  divine  favor  is  the  lofs  of  dear 
friends. 

Of  all  the  connexions  formed  in  this  world,  that,  fub- 
fifting  between  the  hufband  and  the  wife  is  the  moll 
endearing.  This  relation,  involving  mutual  dependen* 
cies,  mutual  forows,  and  mutual  joys,  in  its  diffolution, 
muft  always  excite  the  deepeft  anguiih.  When  it  is 
broken  off,  it  is  like  the  "  giving  up  of  the  ghoft."  To 
be  laid  in  the  grave  by  halves,  muft  be  unfpeakably 
painful  to  the  furviving  part.  To  fee  infolded  in  the 
arms  of  death,  thofe,  on  whofe  fmiles,  our  fouls  in 
grief,  have  brightened  into  joy,  muft  dampen  every 
feeling  of  the  heart.  When  thofe  eyes  which  meet  us 
returning  from  our  abfence,  with  a  welcome  greeting, 
are  clofed  in  iron  flumbers  ;  when  thofe  lips  on  which 
enchanting  fweetnefs  hung,  are  fealed  by  death's  cold 
linger  ;  and  that  tongue  which  once  animated  our  little 
circle  is  filent  forever  ;  when  the  whole  countenance 
is  pale  as  the  clay  of  which  it  was  formed ;  when 
all  the  features,  ftripped  of  their  beauty,  like  the  leaf- 
lefs  autumn,  cloathed  in  the  habiliments  of  hoary  win- 
ter,  prefent  nothing  to  our  view,  but  the  wreck  of  what 
once  was  lovely  j  what  hand,  but  the  divine,  can  give 


iiipport  ?  or  who  can  comfort  us  but  God  ?  "While  pref- 
fed  down  with  fuch  forrows,  and  wondering  why  he  is 
thus  afflicted,  to  hear  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying, 
"  What  I  do,  thou  knoweft  not  now  ;  but  thou  malt 
know  hereafter,"  roufes  the  defponding  faint.  He 
feels  that  fupport  which  he  needs ;  and  he  exclaims, 
"  Haft  thou,  O  my  God,  dealt  with  thy  fervant  in 
this  affliction  ?"  If  fo,  "  I  am  dumb,  I  will  not  open 
my  mouth,  becaufe  thou  did/i't  it" 

The  folemn  occafion  of  our  meeting  this  day,  my 
hearers,  challenges  our  attention. 
,  In  the  courfe  of  divine  providence,  we  have  lived  to 
witnefs  the  fall  of  one  who  was  dear  to  us  all  ;  of  one 
whofe  age  was  greatly  exceeded  by  her  kindnefs,  her 
liberality,  and  her  virtue.  Born,  as  we  trufl,  of  pious 
parents,  educated  in  the  fchool  of  devotion,  fhe  made 
her  flay  in  this  world  fo  ftiort,  and  her  exit  fo  foon,  that 
me  has  rather  eluded  our  fondeit  hopes,  than  gratified 
our  high  expectations.*  Her  fhort  pilgrimage  was 
a  variegated  fcene.  Naturally  delicate  in  her  conftitu- 
tion,  death  fpon  marked  her  out  as  his  victim.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  her  life,  and  all  along,  me  devoted  her 
leifure  to  the  improvement  of  her  mind.  While  me 
ftudiouily  avoided  every  thing  which  could  fr.ain  the  moll 
fpotlefs  character,  her  innocent  and  laudable  endeavor 
was  to  furnifh  herfelf  for  ufefulnefs  in  that  fphere,  in 
which  providence  might  place  her.  When  (he  mingled 
in  the  focial  circle,  witnefs,  her  inmates,  if  it  be  not 
true,  her  prefence  gave  a  zelt  to  enjoyment. 

But  it  is  the  hiflory  of  her  laft  days,  on  which 
the  chriftian  will  delight  to  dwell.  Her  health,  for 
feveral  years,  had  been  declining.  The  confumptive 
habits  of  the  family,  together  with  her  increafmg  infir- 
mities, early  in  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  adminifter- 

*  Mrs.  Phelps  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jufius  Forward  of  Cekher. 
town.    She  was  married  to  Mr.  Phelps,  Auguft  i,  1808. 


cd  a  feafonable  admonition.  She  looked  up  to  the 
great  phyfician,  and,  we  believe,  fhe  looked  not  in  vain. 
Through  a  long  period  of  extreme  weaknefs,  pain  and 
diftrefs,  the  triumphs  of  divine  grace  in  her  foul, 
abundantly  witneffed  to  this  infpired  truth, "  BlelTed  are 
all  they  who  put  their  truft  in  God." 

When  (he  had  obtained  a  comfortable  hope  of  her 
intereft  in  the  merits  of  Chrift,  fhe  publicly  avowed 
her  devotednefs  to  his  fervice,  and  the  refidue  of  her 
days  has  proved  the  fincerity  of  her  profeilion.     Her 
diforder  foon  became  alarming.     In  its  progrefs  it  mock- 
ed the  ikill  of  the  ableft  phyficians.     Her  only  hope 
was  in  the  mercy  of  God  through  a  mediator.     And 
this,  at  all  times,  appeared  to  be  "  The  anchor  of  her 
foul."     As  the  time  of  her  departure  approached,  her 
reafon  remained  clear,  her  views  of  the  eternal  world 
brightened,  her  hope  flrengthened.     fn  this  fituation, 
during  feveral  weeks,  fhe  apparently  lay  on  the  very 
brink  of  the  grave,  expecting  every  day  when  fhe  ihould 
be  fummoned  into  the   world  of   fpirits.     She  often 
fpoke  with  rapture  of  a  Savior's  love :  and  of  death 
without  any  emotion.     On  the  morning  of  the  21  ft, 
having  been  informed  that  her  end  was,  probably,  near, 
with  great  compofure  of  mind,  fhe  bade  a  final  adieu 
to  this  world,  took  an  affe&ing  leave   of  her  friends, 
and  in  apparent  exercifes  of  devotion,  clofed  her  earth- 
ly career,  as  holy  Simeon  wifhed  he  might  die,  to  ufe 
one  of  her  laft  expreffions,  "  With  her  Savior  in  her 
arms."     "  Blessed  are  the  dead,  that  die  in  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  ;    yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
reft  from  their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

Let  me  now  turn  your  attention  to  the  addrefles  ufu- 
al  on  fuch  occafions.  And  firft,  fufTer  me  to  pay  my 
refpecls  to  the  aged  parents. 

Mourning  Friends — Not  only  myfelf,  but  this  whole 
audience,  wifh  to  mingle  our  tears  with  yours.     We 
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have  loft  a  friend  whom  we  loved :  Ton  a  dear  child, 
on  whom  you  had  placed  your  affections.  The  tender 
plant  which  you  had  nouriihed  with  all  the  fondnefs  of 
parental  care,  the  chill  blafl:  of  death  has  withered. 
The  repetition  of  the  blow  can  neither  prevent  or 
mitigate  the  pain  it  occafions. 

A  kind  providence  hath  preferved  your  lives  to  a 
"  good  old  age  }"  allowed  you  the  happinefs  of  feeing 
your  deceafed  child  "  walking  in  wifdom's  ways  ;**  and 
enjoying,  in  her  lad  moments,  the  comforts  and  the  con- 
folations  of  the  gofpel.  Once  you  flood  in  the  midfl:  of 
a  numerous  offspring.  But  like  the  aged  oak  on  the 
heath,  your  branches  have  been  lopped  off  in  quick  fuc- 
ceflion.*  Two,  only,  now  remain ;  and  whether  you 
will  follow  them  to  the  grave,  or  they  you.  the  event 
in  all  human  probability,  will  (fcortly  determine.  Your 
earthly  comforts  are  drying  up.  The  little  ftreams  are 
ebbing.  May  thefe  ebbing  ftreams  direct  you  to  the 
great  fountain.  May  you  draw  confolation,  under 
your  prelent  affliction,  from  thofe  very  fprings,  where 
you  have  taught  others  to  repair  for  confolation.  May 
your  evening  time  be  light.  Your  remaining  days 
peaceful :  your  ufefulnefs  great  *.  your  comforts  ma- 
ny :  and  your  fetting  fun  unclouded. 

To  the  bereaved  confort. 

My  dear  Friend  in  afflidion,  and  Brother  in  Chrifi — - 
The  fubjeft  to  which  your  attention  has  been  fummon- 
ed,  it  is  hoped  has  convinced  you,  that  the  Jpeaker  does 
not  expect  to  confole  you  under  your  prefent  heavy 
affliction.  Far  be  fuch  a  thought  from  a  weak,  help- 
lefs,  dying  worm  !  Perhaps  you  cannot  now  fee  what 
God  is  doing,  or  why  he  is  dealing  thus  with  you.  Be 
a  true  believer,  and  you  fhall  know  hereafter.  Why 
your  expectations  fhould  be  difappointed  fofoon,  is  not 
for  you  to  determine.     God  hath  done  all  things  well. 

•  Of  ten  children,  two  only  futvivc ;  fiv*  have  died  of  the  confumptioc 
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He  hath  feparated,  and  he  had  a  right  to  feparate  "  very 
friends."  Be  careful  to  put  your  truft  in  the  Lord  of 
Hofts.  Lean  not  on  an  arm  of  flefli.  The  time  calls 
for  ferious,  fober  reflection.  "What  were  the  virtues 
which  have  been  called  from  you  ?  Go,  imitate  them. 
What  kind  of  confolation  do  you  now  defire  ?  Is  it 
heavenly  and  divine  ?  Go  to  God  for  it.  What  courfe 
would  you  purfue  ?  That  which  leads  to  Zion  ?  Go* 
"  walk  in  the  narrow  way." 

But,  do  you  need  immediate  help  ?  Do  you  want  af- 
fiftance  now  ?  Do  you  feel  that  your  burthen  is  heavy  t 
That  your  forrow  is  infupportable  ?  Do  you  feel  that 
the  world  is  weak,  and  your  friends  frail  ?  Do  you 
feel  a  load  of  fin  upon  you,  that  you  are  left  alone,  and 
befet  with  dangers  ?  That  your  path  is  hedged  up, 
with- briars  and  thorns  ?  Do  you  feel  that  the  Lord 
has  laid  his  hand  very  heavy  upon  you  ?  Do  you  feel, 
that  having  undertaken,  to  preach  t;  the  unfearchable 
riches  of  Chrift,  your  work  is  too  arduous  for  your 
ftrength  ?  and  that  you  fhall  fink  under  the  prefTure  of 
prefent  grief  ?  Go,  dear  Sir,  I  entreat  you,  go,  and; 
"  Tell  Jesus." 

To  the  Brother  and  Sifter. 

Weeping  Friends — You  are  called  again,  in  Providence, 
to  mourning.  An  amiable  and  a  kind  lifter  is  gone.— ■* 
Indulge  not  in  immoderate  grief.  Mourn  not  as  they 
who  have  no  hope,  when  you  fee  how  your  family  rs 
cut  down,  afk  yourfelves,  how  it  is  with  your  fouls  ? 
Be  ferious  and  folemn  for  this  once.  You  can  neither 
of  you  follow  but  one  more  filler  or  brother  to  the  grave. 
Let  thofe  confolations,  which  fpring  •  from  a  pure  and 
holy  courfe,  be  your  only  confolations.  Examine  your 
hearts,  and  difcharge  your  duty.  Remember,  that 
time  is  fhort,  and  eternity  at  hand.  Copy  all  the  chrif- 
tian  graces  into  your  daily  coHverfation  and  walk ; 
and  let  the  peace  of  God  reign  in  your  hearts.     May 
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you  and  yours  be  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  God  ;  expe- 
rience the  divine  bleffing  ;  be  fupported  under  prefent 
and  all  fucceeding  afflictions  ;  and  hereafter  meet  all 
your  pious  friends  in  the  world  of  glory. 

One  word  to   this  alTembly. 

My  fellow  Mortals— -While  we  behold  in  this  houfe 
this  day,  the  "  end  of  all  flefh,"  what  are  our  feel- 
ings ?"  Are  we  difpofed  to  lay  to  heart,  this  folemn 
admonition  !  Do  we  hear  the  voice,  faying  unto  us, 
"  Be  ye  alfo  ready."  The  d'eceafed,  we  have  feen  in 
days  that  are  pad,  but  O,  how  unlike  what  we  now 
fee  ?  We  fhail  henceforth,  fee  her  no  more  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  We  have  great  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  her  change  was  unfpeakably  happy,  and  that  £he 
is  now,  even  this  moment,  tuning  her  immortal  tongue 
to  the  triumphant  fong  of  redeeming  grace.  This  was 
her  theme  on  earth.  This  is  the  theme  in  heaven. 
But  what,  permit  me  to  afk,  what  is  our  theme  ?  In 
what,  are  we  engaged  ?  Where  is  our  treafure  ? 
Where  are  our  hearts  ?  On  what  are  our  hopes 
builded  ? 

Why  do  we  flumber  ?  Why  are  we  fo  regardlefs 
of  God  and  religion  ?  Why  do  we  continue  in  fin  ? 
Do  we  not  know  that  we  have  louls,  precious,  immor- 
tal fouls  ?  That  they  are  ruined  I  Do  we  not  know 
that  our  hearts,  by  nature,  are  corrupt  and  depraved  ? 
Do  we  not  know  that  unlefs  they  are  fubdued,  and 
made  holy, they  are  unfit  for  heaven  ?  "  That  now  is 
is  the  accepted  time,now  is  the  day  offalvation  ?"  For- 
get not,  my  hearers,  that  you  are  near  the  grave  !  For- 
get not,  that  you  are  near  eternity  !  Forget  not,  I  en- 
treat you,  that  you  are  near  the  bar  of  God, 

AMEN. 
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